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MILLY-LAMARTINE
C H A R N AY
LÈS-MÂCON
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A village of 520 inhabitants, is mainly a
wine-growing area. Nestling at the foot of the
Roche Coche, this blooming village conceals an
interesting heritage. Visitors are first attracted
to the priceless fresco in the monks’ chapel,
dating back to the 12th Century and belonging
to the Academy of Macon. Its gypsum deposits
were mined until the late 19th Century and have
left some very interesting remains, including
9 plaster ovens, which have been restored by
the Friends of the Old Berzé Association. From
the Roche Coche promontory you can admire the
magnificent Lamartine Valley site…
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The village of Bussières is closely linked to the
memory of Alphonse de Lamartine, an eminent
poet and politician. It owns a Romanesque church,
built in the late 12th to early 13th Centuries
and listed as a Historic Building. Nearby is the
tomb of Abbé Dumont, who inspired the poem
“Jocelyn”, written by Lamartine.
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16th Century Gothic style church.
The bell-tower is topped by a spire made of
flagstones and decorated with elegant skylights.
As a result of a strange personal whim, the tower
was built a few degrees out of perpendicular and
has an inclination of 60 cm. This can be seen most
clearly as you enter the village from the south, near
the Town Hall and the Washhouse.

IG É
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The Domange chapel, a treasure of Romanesque
architecture, was built by the Benedictine monks
of Cluny in the latter half of the 11th Century. The
adjoining building was the tithe barn. The church
is representative of the period in the details of its
construction: apse, small windows, columns, capitals, choir and bell-tower. Following major works to
restore its lava-stone roof, it was given a special
mention in the “Heritage Ribbon” scheme and was
awarded 1st prize by the Departmental Council and
5th prize by the Regional Council.

LAIZÉ
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The village of Davayé sits on the banks of the
Denante and the little Grosne rivers, right at the
foot of the Solutré Rock and its sister Vergisson Rock,
offering a charming picture postcard view.
Take a walk round the village to breathe in all its
charm: fields of vines, dry stone walls, a wineproducing college, historic châteaux, a 19th Century
church with 12th Century origins, roadside crosses,
wells, mills and, of course, the “eight washhouses”
trail…
Who knows? Somewhere along the road, a Davayouti
(inhabitants of Davayé) may offer you a glass of
Saint Véran!

LA ROCHE VINEUSE
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The village of Charbonnières covers 410 hectares,
of which 117 are forest and has 340 inhabitants.
It nestles in a green setting on the banks of the
Mouge River and is surrounded by the Mâconnais
hills. Its hiking trails allow visitors to discover
its green countryside and wonderful views over
the Saône Valley. A sight not to be missed is the
imposing monument with the captive breaking
his chains, which was erected to the memory of
Captain Maurice GENEVES at the junction of the
CD103 and 86 roads. The stele is the work of the
Mâcon sculptor Maxime DESCOMBIN.

FUISSÉ
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The village came into being as a result of its
abundant Romanin spring, which was no doubt
deified during Antiquity: The Roman lord Fussiacus
is thought to have settled nearby. From the Middle
Ages, it was protected by the little Romanesque
church nearby, which was replaced in 1872 by
another, more imposing one, the flagship of the
prestigious Fuissé vineyards (see the frieze in
the porch).
The Romanin spring washhouse (1722/1848) is
worth a visit. It has heard many stories, such as
those of the grape harvests (Pouilly-Fuissé), and will
no doubt hear many more from walkers.

Welcome to Milly Lamartine. Between “Montsard”
and the ”Montagne de Cras” (503m) you are right
in the heart of the hills that inspired some of A. de
Lamartine’s finest poems. You can visit the house
where he spent his childhood, stroll through the
narrow streets in bloom with flowers, visit the 12th
Century church or hike along the waymarked trails
that meander through the hillsides. And to round
off your visit as pleasantly as possible, why not stop
off for a meal at the “Chez Jack” restaurant or taste
some Mâcon Blanc in a wine-grower’s cellar?

PÉRONNE
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The Péronne church, traces of which have existed
before the year 1000. Part of the current construction
dates back to the 11th Century. Its south side wall
contains two listed lintels: one is of oriental inspiration, showing two lions facing each other, separated
by a tree, while the other shows a Gallic cockerel,
which was probably the object of Celtic worship.
The latter is one of the few «ancient stones” in the
Mâconnais. Opposite the church is a boundary stone
engraved with the arms of Cluny Abbey, showing the
importance of the rights and temporal powers held
by the clergy. The stone was initially sited in the
Ondelaine wood, but was moved here to perpetuate
its existence.

architectural heritage, including the old 12th Century
bell-tower, the medieval château and the Saint Joseph
Carmelite monastery. The surrounding countryside is
made up of all the features that make the Mâconnais
so interesting. In addition, the Saône and its recent
development projects (“Blue pathway”) considerably
add to the commune’s attractions, to the great satisfaction of fishermen, yachtsmen and walkers.

S A I N T- M A U R I C E
D E S AT O N N AY

A commune in the Lamartine Valley, covering 1,065
ha and made up of a number of hamlets spread
across the area. It lies 13 km west of Mâcon along
the RD 17.
It is part of the Mâcon North Canton and has a
population of 458 inhabitants. The landscape is
made up of vineyards, pastureland, woodland and
crops. It has a rich and varied heritage:
- 11th Century Romanesque church, which is in the
“Historic Buildings” inventory
- three châteaux
- 7 washhouses
- a number of hiking trails.

LA SALLE
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is a rural wine-growing commune of 508 inhabitants. It is situated 15 km north of MACON,
amidst the hills of the Mâconnais, famous for
their white wines made from the Chardonnay
grape. The village is made up of old stonebuilt houses; these were once the homes of
wine-growers. They are typical of the style of
Mâconnais homes, with their outbuildings on
the ground floor, the living area on the first floor
and a gallery, known as the “Mâconnais gallery”
running along the facade to protect against sun
and rain.

SOLUTRÉP O U I L LY
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A prehistoric site in the heart of the Grand Site of Solutré
-Pouilly-Vergisson, the imposing “Solutré Rock”
overlooks the village. From the top there is a
magnificent view of the vineyards, the Mont de
Pouilly, Vergisson Rock and the Saône plain all the
way to the Jura and the Alps. At the foot of the Rock,
the Departmental museum of prehistory presents
the collections from one of Europe’s most valuable
prehistoric sites and is a “must” for visitors.

To hang about in town

to stroll

from village to village

www.solutre.co

SANCÉ
PRISSÉ
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Château de Monceau and “La Solitude” Pavilion
The home of Alphonse de Lamartine, a 19th Century
poet and politician, MP for the Mâconnais, who
put forward a liberal programme for the time in an
address to the French parliament. His contemporaries called him a utopian.
When the time came to write “the history of the
Girondins”, he needed to cut himself off from the
hustle and bustle of the château and had a small
octagonal pavilion built, covered in a simple thatch
(thatched cottage). Also known as the “Girondins
Pavilion”, it is more familiarly called “La Solitude”.
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Along with the châteaux of Chatenay, du Parc and
Lapalus, the Saint Paul Church is one of Sancé’s
oldest monuments.
The 12th Century Romanesque church was a
priory belonging to Ainay Abbey in Lyon. Inside
is a fine Gothic chapel built in the early 16th
Century by Jacques Mareschal, lord of the Château du Parc, who dedicated it to Our Lady of
Loretto. It is said that Charlemagne’s grandsons
drew up the Treaty of Verdun here in 843, with
the future of Europe at stake.
Take a walk through Sancé and see the many
restored washhouses built along the Tariaudin
stream.

VERGISSON
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You’ll love Vergisson from wherever you’re standing:
at the top of the rock with its panoramic view of
the whole region, all the way to the Alps, on the
natural cirque in which the hamlets and vineyards
of the famous “Pouilly-Fuissé” appellation all
blend together, or in the narrow streets where the
houses are built in the typical architectural style
with galleries.
In the 1920s, the village was recognised as a
commune representative of the “real Mâconnais”
and has managed to preserve its picturesque
character. Vergisson is now involved in the “Grand
Site” operation and aims to give you the very best
possible welcome.

St-Maurice
de Satonnay

The La Lie Quarries:
“The La Lie Quarries are limestone quarries that have
been exploited since the Gallo-Roman period. They
were also exploited by the Merovingians and were
in operation right up to the beginning of the last
century. They are a reminder of 2,000 years of
history and harbour some fascinating discoveries.”
Montceau Hill:
“The Montceau Hill contains a number of dry-stone
constructions: 15 toolsheds, known as cadoles, over
4 km of walls… This is not unique in the department.
The cadoles are silent witnesses of the work of the
wine-growers of the past and form an integral part
of the wine-growing landscape in the Burgundy hills:
vines, soil and stone – with a very human face.”

CHARBONNIERES
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The Perceval Tower in the hamlet of Saint Laurent
in Laizé. An elegant 16th Century fortified house
made up of a tower built with mullioned windows
and a four-sided roof sitting on a cornice of moulded
modillions. It was a small fiefdom with no judicial or
land-owning rights and belonged in 1604 to Philibert
Perceval. It was situated at the junction of the roads
to St Maurice de Satonnay and La Salle and watched
over the ford over the Salle stream, from which you
can admire the Cluny priory with its high tower and
Renaissance lodge, perched on the other side of the
hill. Note the open washhouse built in the bed of the
stream.

D AVAY É
BUSSIÈRES
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With its 17 hectares of landscaped grounds,
Champgrenon Estate is steeped in history. It has
undergone several restorations since it was
bought by the commune in 1996. These include the
former entrance and the 17th Century pavilion,
and a mound-type ice-house built in the 19th
Century under the aegis of the Comte de Rambuteau, Napoleon 1st’s chamberlain and Prefect of
the Seine department, who owned the Domain at
the time.

C H E VA G N Y
LES-CHEVRIÈRES
BERZÉ-LA-VILLE

SOLOGNY

A village 6 kilometres from MACON along the RD 82.
You can admire a prestigious site with a 18th Century château and outbuildings. It was built by an
uncle of Alphonse de Lamartine and the poet often
stayed here. The château and its outbuildings are
surrounded by 10 hectares of grounds planted with
three hundred years old trees and fitted with outdoor
games.
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Azé is in the centre of the triangle formed by
Cluny, Mâcon and Tournus, caught between the
Clunysois region and the plain of the Saône. It
nestles in an amphitheatre of hills and stretches
out along the Mouge River, accompanying the
passage of the water as if it were the passage
of time. The village plays an intermediary role in
the heart of a region divided between history and
wine-growing. Its origins are marked by history;
from prehistoric times, the ”La Balme” caves
near the hamlet of Rizerolles provided shelter
for man. The name “Azé”, “Aziacum” comes from
the name of the villa that was later built by the
Roman colonists.
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S A I N T- L A U R E N TSUR-SAÔNE

La Saône

AZÉ

HURIGNY
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You are in the Rhône-Alpes region and the Ain
department, on the border between two departments
and two regions, as only a river separates us from our
Burgundian neighbour, Mâcon. The commune lies on
the left bank of the Saône River. It has 1799 inhabitants and covers 53 hectares. The village has all the
attractions of a town, with local shops and a large
number of restaurants. Of particular interest are the
banks of the Saône River, which are enhanced by the
magnificent medieval bridge. We hope you will have
an enjoyable stay.
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Come and visit La Salle, a rural village in the
Mâconnais. Here, in its wonderfully green setting,
you’ll find the golf course and its surroundings, the
tower, listed as a Historic Building, the gate of the
château grounds, etc.

S A I N T- M A RT I N BELLE ROCHE
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The village of Saint-Martin-Belle Roche, which lies
to the north of Mâcon, has 1200 inhabitants and is
admired for the quality of its buildings made of stone
taken from quarries in the commune. It has a fine

SENOZAN
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A commune of 1183 inhabitants, covering nearly 500
ha, its eastern side backing on to the mountain, which
rises to 370 m.
Senozan has a church that was completed in 1729.
It was built on the foundations of the Romanesque
church, with a facade of Doric pilasters and a quadrangular porch with a double bay which is thought to have
been the former chapel of the Château de Senozan.
The commune also has two magnificent washhouses,
one in Chemin des Bourdons and the other in the Lower
Village.

VERZÉ
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The commune of Verzé lies fifteen kilometres northwest of Mâcon. Its houses are grouped in a series
of hamlets built amongst vineyards,very typical of
the Mâconnais.
Verzé, formerly Verciacum, has been mentioned
since the 10th Century and has an evocative
past: prehistoric burial ground (La Bergère
tumulus), Saint Criat de Verchizeuil chapel, the
14th Century Château d’Escolles, Château de
Vaux Verzé and its “tinailler”, and the Chapel
and Tithe Barn in Les Tardys. There is some
interesting, protected plant life, such as the
calcicolous orchid meadows, known as “teppes”
and the oak grove and hornebeam forests.
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discover

mâcon

While discovering a town, the first thing you do is to
familiarise yourself, step by step, street by street. Strolling
is the best way to discover the old Mâcon which is a mosaic
where history and men have left their scattered touch,
discreet but living.
The walk can start, near the tourist office, with the 18th
century town hall, with its imposing façade on the banks of
the Saône River. In Rue Carnot, opposite the town hall, the
Saint-Pierre church built in the 19th century shows many
typical features of Neo-romanesque art. A bit further on,
there is the Soufflot Residence, with its Saint-Vincent-dePaul chapel and its « tour » for abandoned children.
Coming back to the North, you go through the picturesque
« Place aux herbes » where the « Maison de Bois » (the
wooden house) stands adorned with saucy sculptures.
Carrying on towards the Saône, you come across the SaintLaurent Bridge. It was built in the 11th century and is the
real talisman of the town. It was altered several times in
the courses of the centuries. A few minutes from there, you
reach the bottom of the unequal towers of the old SaintVincent, which are the vestiges of the ancient church-cathedral.
Walking along the little streets, the stroller will discover
the Ursulines Museum, which displays numerous accounts
on the history of the town,
the reside ntial house
of the de Lamar tine
family, Rue Beauderon
de Senecé, then on either
side of the « Squar e
de la Paix », the SaintVincent church erected
under Napoleon 1st and
the Genera l Hospit al
that owes its dome to
Souffl ot. Going down
towards the Saône,
you may admire the
Regency style Senecé
Residence.
Furthermore, during his
walk, the strolle r will
not fail to appreciate all
the little and big things
that make Mâcon a town
deserving special attention.

SOUFFLOT
RESIDENCE

(Ancient Charity)

Saint-Vincent-de-Paul, who served
as the parish priest of Châtillon-surChalaronne is at the origin of the
Charity Foundation, one of the very
first ones in France. The deplorable
condition of the premise led to the
demolition of the north wing in 1750.
Designed by Soufflot, who drew up
the plans, the new building was built
from 1752 to 1762 by the architect
Minoya. Renovated in 1981 and
renamed Résidence Soufflot.
Notice the curious oval-shaped
chapel, its design allowed the
patients to attend the church service
without going to the ground floor.
Another unusual feature is the
“tour” located at the right of the
front door, one of the rare specimens
still existing in France. It is a sort of
revolving barrel, that enabled people
to leave the children they wanted to
abandon while remaining incognito.

SAINT-PIERRE
CHURCH
In the 19th century, the town of
Mâcon thought of building a new
church. This is how, according to
the plans of the architect Berthier,
disciple of Viollet le Duc, the
Saint-Pierre church was born in the
year 1860 in the town hall area.
The néo-romanesque style building
presents a façade with three floors.
Three portals of a raised semicircular
style, (which is characteristic of
the monument and be found in all
the arcades and openings), with
tympanums adorned with stone
bas-relief, give access to the interior.
Dominated by two steeples of a rare
elegance, covered with a stone spire,
the whole building is outstanding.
Things to see inside the church:
Numerous chapels, frescos,
communion tables, high altar, pulpit
with five sides and two stairs, rose
windows, organs.
Three pieces of work which are covered
by preservation order.
Alter bas-relief in white marble of
the chapel Notre-Dame-de-Lorette,
sculpted by Perrache, an artist from
Lyon at the end of the 18th century.
Funeral marble of the Renaissance
period of the grave of the Beauderon
de Senecé family.

R.
BATILLAT

Choir organ, work of the
illustrious organ builder
Aristide Cavaillé-Coll (1866)

MONTREVEL
RESIDENCE
It was when the town
council of Mâcon settled in the
present town hall. It was then the
most magnificent private residence
in the town. The main body of the
building had been built around 1750
and the Earl of Montrevel, the owner
in 1767, had built two wings.
In 1880, François Martin, the mayor
at that time, added two other wings
on the side of Rue Carnot.
In spite of the numerous
alterations it was subject to, as the
centuries went by, the town hall
has kept many original features:
genuine panelling in the wedding
room, medallions with the portraits
of the great philosophers of antiquity
in the ancient library, the armorial
bearings of some towns from the
department in the honour room,
and the magnificent staircase with
its wrought iron banister which
dominates the entrance hall.

THE WOODEN
HOUSE
Built between 1490 and 1510,
the Wooden House is without
doubt the oldest house in
Mâcon, and certainly the
most famous. Its façade,
entirely built in wood,
is decorated with a multitude
of saucy statuettes. These
are characters with
grimacing men and monkey’s
masks, some standing, some
sitting, winged,
naked or dressed with a
scarf or a hat.
Some of their stretched
arms alternatively hold the
head or the tail of a fantasy
or real animal.
The Wooden House was
compared by the Goncourt
brothers with an immense
sideboard that the
inhabitants of Mâcon
should only give a sidelong
look to because of the
larger-than-life sculptures
that ornate its walls.

OLD SAINTVINCENT
As early as the 6th
century, there was in
Mâcon a church-cathedral
that was rebuilt several
times between the 7th
and the 13th century.

After numerous devastations
in the 16th century, it was only at
the beginning of the 17th century
that restauration work, especially
concerning the steeples,
was undertaken. Nevertheless
the shell of the building highly
shaken by the numerous demolitions
and constructions, gave cause
for serious concerns. In spite of
significant work, the demolition began
in 1799. Only the narthex, the two
towers and the bay that links them
together are preserved; they are the
most ancient parts of the church and
the only vestiges that can be seen
at present. The base of the towers
is square and seems to date back
to the 11th century, whereas the
top part which is octagonal can be
traced to the 13th century. The plated
narthex in front of the steeples has no
connection with them and dates from
the mid 12th century.
Notice the tympanum of the front door
adorned with sculptures divided into
five horizontal areas and representing
scenes of the Last Judgment.
Open to visitors: from 15th of june to
22nd of september,
Tuesday to saturday, 10 to 12 AM,
2 to 6 PM. Sundays from 2 to 6 PM.
Closed on 14th of july.
All year, visit only for groups,
on request one month in advance
to the Musée des Ursulines.
Informations, tel: 03.85.39.90.38

MUSEUM
URSULINES
This ancient cloister for nuns built
on the plateau of the Baille during
the second half of the 17th century,
has been a witness to an eventful
story. First a boarding school for
young girls from the nobility and
the bourgeoisie, it became a prison
during the Revolution and then a
barracks until the period between
the wars, before being renovated
by the townspeople of Mâcon who
turned it into a museum in 1968.
Open to visitors: from Tuesday
to Saturday, from 10 to 12 AM
and from 2 to 6 PM
Sunday and public holidays from
2 to 6 PM. Closed on 1st of January,
1st of May, 14th of July, 1st of
November, and 25th of December.
Musée des Ursulines,
5 rue des Ursulines,
access for disabled people 5, rue de
la Préfecture
tel: 03.85.39.90.38

SAINT-VINCENT
CATHEDRAL
It is to Napoleon 1st that we owe the
church Saint Vincent.
Guy de Gisors, the architect of the
Palais Bourbon (the seat of
the French National Assembly) and
the church of the Madeleine in Paris,
drew up the plans. First called church
Saint-Napoleon, it became church
Saint-Louis as a tribute to Louis XVIII
when the Emperor abdicated.
After the return of Napoleon from
the isle of Elba, it was called
Saint-Vincent church. This is where
Alphonse de Lamartine’s funeral
held on 4th of March 1869.

GENERAL HOSPITAL
Built according to the plans of
Soufflot by his disciple Melchior
Munet from 1761, the General
Hospital is characterised by its dome,
the scale, line, and height of which
are outstanding. All the rooms of the
building converge towards the dome
where the chapel was located.
Notice on the ground floor
of the General Hospital a dispensary,
the panelling of which dates from
the Louis XV period; the dispensary
presents a beautiful collection
of medicine jars.

THE SENECE
RESIDENCE
Seat of the Arts, Sciences,
and Literature Academy of Mâcon,
of which Lamartine was the illustrious
President. This private mansion from
XVIIIth century is the seat of the Arts,
Sciences, and Literature Academy
of Mâcon; this one was proud of
counting Lamartine among its
members during 58 years, who also
chaired it four times..

THE
ARCHEOLOGY
CENTRE
The archeology centre is housed
in the ancient Récollets’ Chapel.
Visits on request,
03.85.38.93.76.

SAINT-LAURENT
BRIDGE

Even before Mâcon existed, the
Saône could be crossed via a ford.
The Roman legions built a wooden
bridge during the Gaul conquest, and
it was only in the 11th century that
a stone bridge was constructed; it
only consisted of six arches and was
fortified as early as 1221. Significant
work was also carried out until 1550.
The extension of the bridge seems to
date back to this time although the
exact number of arches in the 16th
century is not known.

During the wars of religion, it went
through tragic times with Guillaume
de Saint-Point, the governor of Mâcon,
throwing the Huguenots prisoners in
the Saône river.
The Saint-Laurent Bridge was
among the few bridges of the region
that were not destroyed during the
Second World War. Since this time its
appearance has not changed and it
has twelve arches.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SITE OF
SAINT-CLEMENT
Originally, Saint-Clément was a small
religious building, created at the
beginning of the 6th century, where
the first bishops of the Mâcon diocese
were buried.
Thanks to the archaeological
excavations carried out from 1985
to 1992, the visitor can recognise
the plan and the shape of this first
construction, with its annexes.
Under the paving of the sanctuary,
the sarcophagi were buried ; one
of them was embellished with a
sculpted cross decoration.

MÉMORIAL
CITOYEN
Museum to the memory of the victims
and war veterans.
Socially aware memorial from 1870
right up until today.
Memory and testimony of all military
conflicts from 1870 to the present day.
A place of retrospection, a tribute
and a respectful glimpse of history
and commemorative events.
Open to visitors on Wednesday and
Saturday, from 2 to 6 PM.
For groups, by appointment.
Informations 06.13.14.90.16

