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Discover the secrets of great passion
Take a trip to Mâcon,
South Burgundy and
you’ll be captivated by
the region and its wine,
says David Thornton
The southern reaches of Burgundy
around the historic town of Mâcon offer
everything the discerning tourist could
desire — world-class cuisine and wine,
modern comforts and fascinating
history, sports, leisure and festivities, all
set in a gently rolling countryside of
endless charm and beauty.
Mâcon is the perfect centre from
which to explore this captivating region.
With a history stretching back more
than 2,000 years it is an architectural
treasure trove and a gateway to the
vineyards of the Côte Mâconnais:
Pouilly-Fuissé, Pouilly-Loché,
Pouilly-Vinzelles, Saint-Véran, ViréClessé, Mâcon Villages and Saint Amour
Moulin à vent.
These are wines of supreme elegance
and the vignerons are more than
happy to share the secrets of their
passion with visitors, whether you know
nothing at all about wine or want to
learn more.
More than 100 top producers gather in
Mâcon each April for the annual
Vin’estival festival (vinestival.com), all
offering tastings and expert
explanations. And for €25, a Festival Pass
grants access to a wide range of events
normally inaccessible to the general
public, including a behind-the-scenes
tour of the prestigious Concours Des
Grands Vins de France.
But to really appreciate these
wonderful wines, a trip to the vineyards
is essential. Visit in early July and you
could take part in a friendly two-day
electric bike tour of the vineyards with
frequent stops to taste and discuss the
wines, eat good food and celebrate the
whole affair with a fantastic final party
night with live music, more great food
and the odd bottle or two. Details can be
found on the Mâcon tourism website
(transmaconnaise.com).
For something a little less energetic
you could mix fine wine with history and
supreme comfort. The magnificent
Château de Pierreclos near Mâcon,
surrounded by spectacular vineyards,
would be your base for two unforgettable
nights with accommodation in a prestige
guest suite. From the château you can
visit Hameau Duboeuf in RomanecheThorins to uncover the mysteries of the
great Beaujolais wines, tasting them
alongside regional specialities. Then
take a guided tour of the magnificent
Abbey of Cluny, one of the greatest and
most important sites in the history of
Christianity.
Come nightfall,a tutored tasting of
Chateau de Pierreclos’ own wines
precedes dinner and a final night in your
opulent suite.
As well as for its wines the Mâconnais
is justly celebrated for its wonderful golf
courses. And these two passions
combine effortlessly in a wide range of
golf-centred holiday options.
Two world-class courses, La Salle and
La Commanderie, lie within minutes of
Mâcon, each offering the golfer, whether
beginner or seasoned veteran,
everything to make their visit both
pleasurable and memorable.
Fine restaurants, relaxed terraces,
friendly and helpful professionals
and courses designed with great
intelligence are all set within a
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landscape of endless charm. A range of
accommodation options to suit all
budgets include luxury châteaux and
delightful country cottages.
Visits to winemakers can be arranged
and there are endless options to dine on
the exquisite local produce including
Bresse chicken, the only poultry in the
world to have a guaranteed vintage.
For a day’s golf with the accent firmly
on family fun the 10-hole Adventure
Golf course is a novel and fascinating
experience. Devised in Sweden, this
ingenious version of mini-golf is open to
anyone from the age of four while the
park offers terraces, a quiet bar and a
series of oversized games for those who

neither pitch nor putt.
If pressures of time restrict your stay
in the Mâconnais, then you can savour
the finest food and wine the region has
to offer with a memorable visit to La
Maison Mâconnais des Vins. Established
in the 1950s to bring together and
promote the finest wines in the
Mâconnais, La Maison is based around
a magnificent wine boutique and
terraced restaurant, all set in beautiful
grounds with panoramic views.
The wine boutique offers fascinating
tutored tastings and specialist advice on
creating, stocking and maintaining your
own cellar. The spacious restaurant is
light and airy and is home to a

magnificently decorated and functioning
Barbary organ. The cuisine brings out
the best in the wonderful local produce
and the restaurant has a long-standing
and enviable reputation. This is the
Mâconnais on a plate — and in a glass.
Southern Burgundy is a region
orientated around the graceful pleasures
in life. From weekend breaks to major
family holidays the Mâconnais can offer
everything to make your visit
memorable.
For more information on wine

tourism in Mâcon, South Burgundy,
visit macon-tourism.com/uk;
and visit-macon.co.uk

